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The import scene owes a lot to the Honda Crac. Sure, Supras and Shylines sell magazines and
whet the fancy of the ever-important 18-30 vear-old male demagraphic, but the Civic is the
bread and butter of the scene. Affardable, fun, ightweight and economical, it might seem an
unlikely candidate to start a worldwide tuning craze, But that's exactly what the Chvic did—give
birth to the sport-compact soene.
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power per liter th he Civic acceler-
ated, brakied, tumed and drove better the Ty Cars out
there. Enthusiasts saw unadulterated, raw potential in the lit-
the Honda,

That potential, combaned with the sheer mamber of Chics
produced and the continual improvements in Honda engine
technology, catapulted the Civic to divine status it enjoys
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seene, making a bigoer, heavier and less nirnile car focusing
on making it better for the average commutér—nat enthusi
asts. The 2001-2005 Chvics marked the high posnt of enthusi-
ast dissatisfaction with the Cric, especially the funky EP3.
Thankfully, Honda saw the error of its ways and went back
to its old formula for the 2006 Chac S0 With & 2-Iter engine
derhved from the now-defunct Acura BSX Type-5S and well-
tuned performance suspension (something the last 5i lacked),
Honda has redeemed itself and its flagship Civic,
To help get the bad taste from the mouths” of many loyal
Honda fans after the 2001-2005 Civic debacle, Honda decid-
ed to donate Mackin Industries a new 54 to prove it's all it's
cracked up 1o be, In short, Mackin Industries got this blue M {
2006 51 to do with as they pleased. S o e
Teschnically, the mews Siowas loaned toMackin Industries for VWAS UN |l
the 2006 SEMA show in Las Viegas. But, Mackin, a JOM iFnportes DErCiIn
in Santa Fe Springs, Calif, plans on using it for more than just 1 o o e J
showes. “"Dur main plan ks to build the car 1o compete in Time THE GFS |
Attack evens and local track days (road racing).like the —~ s it e g B oo
Industry Track day (wwwindustryday.org) we host a few times LUl NS DLUL £
per year. If budget allows, or if time permits, we would ke to L FRAERTBARYTI
renvamg the car to Honda Challenge specs and possibly race in : b
that series.” In fact, according to Mackin, by the time you read
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this, the Si will be fully gutted and sporting a rollcage,

Because the car will be shown and raced, it neaded some dress
up and power mods—which Mackin handled with style. For more
than a decade now, the B-series engines have been the choce of
Civic cwners booking for a bumg in power. The small-block
Chevroter engine of the tuner world, the B-sedes has had virtually
all its secrets reveated. Mot to say that S00-whp from a B18 on
PUME A% 15 Wk, there's just bigger and arguably Detter opens
out there now—namely the K-senas engines.

To g th Chac's K20 engine a little mone oomgi, Mackin hand-
ed it ower to Skunk2 Racing for them to extract a Fttle more NfA
power, Skunk s legendary in the Honda world and has extensive
experience tuning and building the K-series engines, making them
the ideal people 1o get the job done.

The K20 responds wonderfully to freeing up its intake and
exhaust tracts, so that's exacthy what Skunk did for Mackin's Civic.
The K's bottom-end was left untouched, while the cylinder head
ecefved Skunk's full anbention. After teaneg down the head, they
performed a port and polish, then bolted on a set of Skunk? Pro
Series Stage 1 camshafts and Pro Series cam gears, A set of stock
valves ride wnder Skunk2 vabvesprings and retainers,

WIth [he massaged cyunser Nead installed, the engine aress-up
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began, An ARC titanium intake manifold and spark plug covers
wwari bolted on, and the wholbe thing was tpped off with an ARC
balliet aluminum oil cap,

The exhaurst side of the K20 was freed up with a DC Sports
header and a @0mm stainless-steel Espelir JGTS00R exhaust,
waltle the intake sede breathes & livthe asier thanks to an ARL
Super Induction Box and a port-match at the intake manifold to
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cylinder head junction. The fuel and ignition systerm remain OE,
other than an ECU re-flash and installation of Denso kridium
sparkplugs. Like we said, the new K20 responds well to simple
breathing mods, and the K in Mackin's '06 Si is no exception.
With just the above mods and a Hondata re-flazh, the car put
donwn an impressive 209-wheel hp and 131-wheel tongue
Given that, it’s easy to see the potentiad of the K20

One of the biggest beefs we had with the last Siwas the less-
than-spectacular suspension Honda did an awesome job of fiking
that problem and gave Mackn an excellent platform to improve
upon. Mackin went straight towork and bolted up Fs Racing
coitovers on the front and an Espelr rear ASD spring'shock combo

out back. While the suspenson mods are imited, it's really all the
car needs at this point.

Big brake kits are a favenite of both the show and road race
seenes, sot's no surpnse that a Project Mu bag brake kit sits up
frort, The M Rit uses 355mim rotors, 4-pistion calpers, Project Mu
B-Force pads and stainless-steel braided lines

Being it's 8 showcar, Mackin Industries spent just as much time
on the exterior of the car as the engine, Sporting a set of 19«8 Volk
Racing TE37 wheels wrapped in 223/35/19 Yolohama Parada
Spec 2 rubber, the S has books to match its gep.

The body mods ane an aftermarket/manufacturer collaboration;
with Js Racing supphying the carbon front splitter and Honda
Factory Performance bringing the side skins and rear lip, & J's
Racing GT wing and sticker scheme by Euphoric Designs rounds
out the body mods.

Stepgung inside the 51, the dever and a passenger are held
inta Sparco Milano 2 seats by Sparco 3-inch competition har-
niEsses, while they keep an aye on the engine via the
Autometer Mexus instramentation A Project Mu shift knob and
pedals top off the nterior mods nicely.

Honda may have made a few misstegs with the previous genes-
ateon Chac, but as this 54 shows us, they've fixed those problems.
As you can see from Mackn Industries’ Chvic, with very fes
changes. you can have an S that is worlds above what you can
reasonably expect from a “commutes™ car,

THE BODY MODS ARE AN
AFTERMARKET/MANUFAC-
TURER COLLABORATION;
ITH J'S RACING SUPPLYING THE
CARBONF :;;:‘; "SPLITTER AND
NDA FACTORY | PERFORMANCE
DE SKIRTS AND
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